16-306  ANIMALS

A. Purpose: The purpose of this section 1s 10 promote the public health, safety, comfort, and
general welfare of the community through proper control of animals by their owners and
others. See Section 16-202 for animal class definitions.

B. Class | animals may be mamtained in any 2oning classification distnct, subjoct to specific
SO

C. Where farm animals are maintained comncident with a farm or farm operation, then and in
such cvent, such farm animals and'or any associated livestock production facslity shall be
exempt from the regulations therein where a livestock production facility andior any
associatod manure storage facilities are regulated, operated, managed, and conducted n
accordance with a GAAMP as adopted and published by the State Department of
Agriculture, of its suocessor, and as amended from time to time. Where a farm or farm
operation proposes new and/or expanding hivestock production facilitics at 8 capacity of
fewer than 50 animal units, such farm or farmm operation and/or hivestock production facility
shall roquest and received siting venification from the State Department of Agnculture.

D. Where class 1] and class HT animals are not mamtaned comncident with a farm o farm
operation, then the following regulations shall spply:

. Class Il stimals may be msintained in the VLRD, LRD, LMRD, MRD, and RC
Distncts, subject 10 the following conditions:

a  The mimimum lot area required to mamtain class 1] amimals (lagge) 18 two acres.
One class 11 animal shall be permittod for the first two acres. Thercafter, one

additional class 1l amimal shall be permutted for cach full one acre in excess of
WO 3CICs.

b. The minimum lot arca required to maintan class 1l animals {small) i two
acres. Four (4) goats and‘or sheep shall be permutted for the first two acres.
Thereafter, two (2) goats and/or sheep shall be permitied for cach full one acre
in excess of two acres.

¢. There shall be adoquate feocing, or other restraining device, for the purpose of
mamntaining snimals within the restnicted arcas peovided for in thes chapter.

d  Structures bousing class 1l animals shall be located no nearer than 200 foet 1o
any dwelling which exists on an adjacent lot and no acarer than 100 foct to any
adjacent lot linc. Fenced arcas shall be located no nearer than 50 foet from any
dwelling which exists on an adjacent ot
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Geaeral Regulations

¢ The refuse and wastes resulting from the mamtenance of ammals shall be
controlled upon the premises, and shall be cared for or disposed of withan a
reasonable e %0 2 W mununaze hazards of health and offensive effects upon
neighbonag people and uses.

£ Al feed and other substances and materials on the premuses for the
muntenance of snamals shall be stored $0 as 10 not sftract rats, mce, or other
vermin

2 Class 1] souemals may be muntainad m the VLRD, LRD, LMRD, MRD, and RC
Districts, subyect to the following conditions:

a. The mmemum kot area roguured to masntan class [ anmmals shall be 1.75
acres. Ten class 1] animals shall be permatted for the first 1.75 acres.
Thercaficr, one additional class 111 anamal shall be permutied for cach full
one-quartcr acre i excess of 1.75 acres.

b. There shall be adequate fencing, or other restramang device, for the purpose
of mamtamning anumals within the cestricted ancas provided for in thes
chapter. Fenced areas shall be located no ncarer than S0 feet from any
dwellmg which exist on an adjacent lot.

€. Swtructures housing class 1 animals shall be located no nearer than 100 feet
w0 any dwelhing which exists on an adjacent lot and no nearce than 50 fect 10
any adgacent Jot hinc.

d.  The refuse and wastes resulting from the maintenance of animals shall be
controlled upon the premases, and shall be cared for or disposad of withun a
reasomable ime 50 as 10 minmmze hazards of bealth and offensive effects
upon nerghboning people and uses.

¢. Al feed and other substances and matenials on the promises for the
mamtenance of animals shall be storod w0 as 1o not attract rats, mace of
other verman.

E.  Wild animals shall not be permutied 10 be mantamed in the townshup, temporanly or
permanently. For purposes of this section, the term “wild animal® shall mean an
sumal not otherwise defined as 2 class | 1L, o 11 anumal, and which i not
customanly domaticated and customandy devoted 1o the service of mankind i the
township. The term “wild animal” alvo means any animal which a person is



General chuluions

prohibited from possessing by law. The charactenzation of an amimal as being wild
shall not be altered by virtue of the fact that one or several generations of the animal
in question have been maintained in captivity.

Nuisance: The keeping of animals shall not be permitted to constitute a nuisance to
persons living in the surrounding area. Upon receipt of a written complaint filed by
an abutting property owner with the Township stating animals allowed under the
provisions listed above constitute a nuisance, the Township Zoning Administrator
shall determine whether the animals constitute a nuisance. If the nuisance claim is
found to be for a farm operation protected under the Right to Farm Act, the Zoning
Admimistrator shall file the complaint with the State Department of Agriculture to
determine if such nuisance is present and appropriate action taken.



