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Oakland Township Sentinel 

Newsletter – Sunday, April 11, 2021 
 
For the Residents of the Charter Township of Oakland, Michigan 

  
A community service of Robert A. Yager and Associates LLC, dba Oakland Township Sentinel 

 

Robert A. Yager – Editor, 

https://oaklandsentinel.wordpress.com/ 

yagerra@comcast.net 
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Public Body Meetings Next Week 
 

Tuesday April 13, 5:30 PM – Board of Trustees Special Meeting 
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Tuesday April 13, 7 PM – Board of Trustees Regular Meeting (In-person at Township 

Hall) 

 

The numbers to the right of agenda items are page numbers in the meeting packet where some 

detailed background information is provided to the Board and public. See this packet at this link 

or access it by starting with “Agendas/Packets” at top menu on Township website homepage. 

 

Link to Board 4/13/2021 meeting packet. 

https://www.ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/596680403.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/596680403.pdf
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This 2 page memo below from Adam Kline, Township Manager provides a summary to the 

Board describing the non-routine agenda items. I have my personal summary comments 

below his two page memo. 
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Sentinel Additional Summary Information on Board 

Agenda Items 

 
VII- 1. Liquor license public hearing 

 

This is an opportunity for public comment on this liquor license application. The location, 4505 

Collins is at the end of the strip mall at the corner of Orion and Collins next to Greg and Jan 

Olson’s little yellow house. 

 

VII-2. Special Land-Use 1215 Stoney Creek Rd. (Cell-phone tower) 

 

Verizon wants the Board to grant an exception to our tree ordinance so they do not have to spend 

$100,000 to replace all of the trees removed to install this 195 foot monopine cell-phone tower. 

They cite that many of the trees are “junk” trees and removing them, in their opinion, actually 
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improves the health of the remaining more desirable trees. Our environmental consultants ASTI 

refutes the concept of “junk” trees being applied to any native tree species. 

 

I suspect this item is the subject of the closed session, item #3. “To discuss a confidential legal 

opinion regarding interpretation of Township’s Zoning Ordinance and Michigan Zoning 

Enabling Act.” 

 

Another issue is that the Planning Commission did not meet April 6 so was unable to approve its 

minutes of March 2 that contained a motion on this issue. 

 

Below is a schematic of proposed site from 2/23/2021 Board Meeting packet page 81 at this link:  

https://www.ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/588831070.pdf. This site borders on the 

far northeastern part of Watershed Ridge Park. The tower would be about 1000 feet north of the 

park property line, but likely not visible. 

 

 
 

 

 

Resident sentiment on tree preservation is summarized in this chart below from 

the last Master Plan 9/2017 Appendix 

https://www.ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/588831070.pdf
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December 12, 2018 Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes p. 89 

 

Proposed Legislation Affecting Woodlands  

 

Director Milos-Dale reviewed information received from the Michigan Association of 

Planning. On November 8, 2018, Senate Bill 1188 was introduced. This bill would 

amend Public Act 110, the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, and would prohibit local 

government from adopting and enforcing tree and vegetation removal ordinances. The 

bill was introduced in response to an incident in a single community and, if approved, 

would affect every municipality in the state. The Michigan Association of Planning 

opposes this bill and is urging communities to reach out to Senate Natural Resource 

Committee members and to their Senators. 

 

(Editor’s note: Some members of your state legislature hard at work to eliminate 

local control. “No one is safe when they are in session”, as someone once said.) 
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VII-3.  Sale of Township Properties 

 

I suspect there are offers for one or both of the two Township residential properties for sale on 

Clam Lake (1267 and 1285 Lake George Rd.) that had to be purchased as a package in the 

somewhat complicated transaction to get the 235 acres of park land. The Board decided to list 

these homes for sale. This cuts off public park access from the south side of Clam Lake. 

Arguments can be make for both having and not having public access from the south. As far as I 

know, the public did not get to hear the arguments for the two options. As far as I know, the 

Board only deliberated publicly on the sales prices and real estate agent to use, not the pros and 

cons of selling or options of drawing the property boundaries to provide public access to Clam 

Lake from the south. 

 

A far as I know, Parks and Recreation Commission made no motions to recommend keeping any 

or part of these two properties, or other schemes for public access from the south.  I am reliably 

told, but did not confirm, that a member of Parks & Recreation staff sent a letter to the Board 

with some proposals for access from the south. 

 

I suspect that closed session Item #2 deals with discussion of any offers. 
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Please consider addressing the Board with your comments. See the guidelines 

below from the website: 
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Wednesday April 14, Parks and Recreation Commission, 7 PM 
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Parks, Recreation & Land 

Preservation Events Next Week: 
Wednesday, April 14 – Weekly Bird Walk, 8:30 – Cranberry Lake Park, 388 

West Predmore, FREE, preregister on website referenced below (from page 7 of 

spring newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Oakland Township Sentinel, Weekly Report, Sunday, April 11, 2021       Page 14 of 17 
 

Sunday April 18 – “The Buzz about Bees”, $5-$7, Ages 6-10, 10 AM – 11:30 

AM, Cranberry lake Park, below from page 3 of spring newsletter, registration 

deadline Wednesday April 14. 

 

 

Link to Spring Newsletter: 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recrea

tion/docs/PRCSpring21Newsletter.pdf 

 

 

 

Planning Commission 
April 6th Planning Commission meeting was postponed. 

This explanation is on the township website homepage. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/docs/PRCSpring21Newsletter.pdf
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/docs/PRCSpring21Newsletter.pdf
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Police / Sheriff Dept. 
 
Sheriff Dept. Works to Prevent Baldwin Elementary “Car Line” 

from Causing a Head-on Collision at Collins & Bannister 

 
Our own Lieutenant Bernard (retiring 4/30) was out personally directing traffic on 

3/23 so it did not unsafely block Collins Rd. at Bannister. He was directing the car 

line to form in the township lot if necessary. Apparently many more children are 

being picked up by car and fewer riding the bus now, resulting in a car line from 

the school down Territorial, down Bannister and spilling out onto Collins on 

previous days. 

 

 
 

 

Below a clip from a one minute video made on 3/13/2021 of a traffic jam and a white 

pick-up behind me getting impatient and crossing the double yellow line just as a car 

pulls out from Beatrice. The crash was avoided, fortunately. This was a time when the 

Sheriff’s Dept. was not directing traffic. 
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Roads 
Dust control for 2021-2022 to be $75,000 

 See Board of Trustees draft minutes for 3/23/21 above, agenda item #5. 

Gravel Road Program 

This from Township Manager Adam Kline’s 3/19/2021 Memo to Board of Trustees  

“RCOC Gravel Road Program: I recently met with staff from RCOC and the 

township is still awaiting quotes for the 2021 gravel road program. This will be 

presented at an upcoming board meeting.” 

 

Safety Paths and Trails Committee 

(SPTC) 
 

April 7th SPTC Meeting Postponed 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


