Oakland Township Fire Department Tasks are many and Increasing

On the side of our township ambulances and other vehicles it says
“Oakland Township and Rescue”. It could say Oakland Township Fire,
Rescue, Medical Emergencies & All Other Emergencies.

Every 911 call creates an incident report. Incidents are also sometimes
referred to as “runs” or “calls”. The incident is recorded with details of
who responded and when, what the problem was, etc.

The two page list below of year 2021 Incidents/Runs/Calls from Chief
Paul Strelchuk illustrates the wide variety of incidents he and his crew
must all be prepared to handle at any time 24/7/365, with immediate
professional and safe responses.

One surprise and concern to me was 40 vehicle accidents with injuries.
(Category 322).
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Incident Type and Description Count % Type [ % Total

Total - Service Call 153 10,42 %%
600 - Good intent call. other 16 12.50 %
611 - Dispatched & cancelled en route [0 T8.13 %
611E - EMS: Dispatched & cancelled en route i1 4.69 %
622 - Mo incident found on arrival at dispatch address | (.78 %
631 - Smoke scare, odor of smoke 5 3191 %
Total - Good Intent Call 128 8.71 %
T} - Falze alarm or false call, other 114 67.86 %
TO01 - Dispateh error (cancelled enroute) 2 .19 %
7002 - False medical alarm 40 23.81 %
736 - CO detector activation due to malfunction 2 1.19 %4
743 - Smoke detector activation, no fire - unintentional 1 .60 %
746 = Carbon monoxide detector activation, no CO 9 536 %
Total - False Alarm & False Call 168 11.44 %
200 = Severe weather or natural disaster, other 3 50.00 %o
H14 - Lightning strike {no fire) 3 50,040 %5
Total - Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 6 041 %
G001 - Dispatch Error 15 10600403 2
Total - Special Incident Type 15 1.02 %
1,469

Incidents are on the rise. That is not surprising to me as the population
has increased 53% since the year 2000 (from 13,071 in 2000, to 16,779
in 2010 to 20,067 in 2020). What is surprising is that incidents per 100
residents has also increased, especially in the last year. We had 3.8
incidents per 100 residents in 2006. Last year it increased to 7.1. So
where our Fire Department had 1469 incidents in 2021, if we residents
were calling 911 at the same rate per 100 residents as on 2006 our Fire
Department would have had only 766 incidents last year.
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Maybe we are aging? But that can’t be the entire explanation as non-
medical incidents are also on the rise per 100 residents.
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