
Planning Commission Recommends Approval of Consumer’s Energy Gas Valve 

Facility Approval on Sheldon Road – OTFD Ready in Case of any Emergencies 

Planning Commission voted 7/0 to recommend that the Board of Trustees approve Consumer’s Energy 

Project on Sheldon Road, a gas regulation facility called “Consumers Energy Rochester City Gate”. On 

January 18, 2021, Consumers Energy had previously obtained a variance allowing the valves to only 30 

feet from Sheldon Road instead of the required 50 feet, citing better safety if closer to the road. Some 

members of our Planning commission seemed unaware that this variance had been granted. 

 

 

Of most concern to me is the proposed 1000 gallon above ground storage tank of methyl mercaptan. 

This is the chemical compound used to add odor to natural gas. Adding odorizers has been done since a 

1937 Texas school gas explosion and fire killing 295 and injuring 300. See this Wikipedia article about 

this. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_London_School_explosion 

Before 1937 a gas leak could not be detected by odor. Texas also increased the requirements to be 

called an “engineer” as faulty engineering caused the gas leak. 

So adding odorizers makes the gas safer because we can detect a leak by odor.  However we have to 

handle the inherent risk of the odorizer storage and use. It seems that gas companies have done this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_London_School_explosion


successfully based on an absence of internet articles about issues with odorizer / mercaptan storage. My 

search mainly turned up a Lousiana incident of explosion and fire at a chemical plant using methyl 

mercptan as a starting point chemical to make insecticide  that killed four in 2014. DuPont La Porte 

Facility Toxic Chemical Release | CSB. The 161 page report of the Chemical Safety Board cites many 

faiilures to anticipate problems that could arise and prepare to deal with them. 

At the Planning Commission meeting Jim Tweedie, Planning Commissioner, and also OTFD Firefignter/ 

Paramedic asked if methyl mercaptan would be stored there. He has responded to odor complaints  

from a similar site on Dutton Road near Musson Elementary, which has been upgraded recently. 

Consumer Energy’s response was the first time I heard of the 1000 gallon above ground methyl 

mercaptan tank. I suppose it is the large building. It appears from comments below from Chief Paul 

Strelchuk of Oakland Township Fire Department that there is already some methyl mercaptan storage 

there now.  

I thought it prudent to absolutely sure that Chief Strelchuk was aware of this methyl mercaptan storage 

and prepared to deal with emergencies. He was and is. See our email exchange 

 

https://www.csb.gov/dupont-la-porte-facility-toxic-chemical-release-/
https://www.csb.gov/dupont-la-porte-facility-toxic-chemical-release-/


 

 


