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Oakland Township Sentinel 
Sunday, April 10, 2022   

       

Bob Yager – Editor 

https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/            

yagerra@comcast.net 

 

Only two items this week: 

 

BOT Meetings - Pages 1-8 

Rochester Community Schools Meeting Delayed – Pages 8-9 

 

April 12, Board of Trustees Meetings 

 
These two BOT meetings will be my focus for this week 

 

First, someone has proposed a closed session in a special meeting at 6 PM. Of 

course it is legal to discuss a written legal opinion on anything in closed session. 

That does not mean that all written legal opinions need to be discussed in closed 

session. I can perhaps see a closed session discussion of Stoney Creek Crossings 

water and sewer, but how will discussing the budget approval process in closed 

session be of benefit to 20,000 township residents? 

 

Note that all meetings are open to the public. There is a public comment session 

listed before the vote to go into closed session. Attend and ask the above question. 

Observe who votes to go into closed session on the budget approval process and 

what reasons they give. 

https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/
mailto:yagerra@comcast.net
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Note the agenda restricts comments to “items not on the agenda”. The effect of that 

is to prohibit any comment whatsoever on the agenda items. That restriction is not 

allowed by the Open Meetings Act and is therefore is an illegal restriction on 

comment, in my layman’s opinion. Ignore it, if you want to comment on the 

agenda items, do so.  Of course I am not a lawyer and this is not legal advice. Seek 

legal advice from an attorney, if needed. But I plan to comment on the agenda 

items if I make it to this meeting. I’ll say I can’t see how this budget closed session 

is helping me or any other resident and suggest voting against a closed session for 

this item. 

 

 

After the special meeting comes a regular meeting. I predict that Item VII-5 will 

attract “torches and pitchforks”, as some say. It seems to be another volley in “War 

on Parks II” being waged by a few on the Board. I suggest the PRC officers attend 

this meeting. 
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The proposed resolution (proposed by who?) in on the next two pages. 
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The underlined portion indicates, in my view, no understanding of what we got the grant to do at 

Lost Lake Nature Park Expansion, the official name already accepted by the State. How can we 

turn Land Preservation over to a Board who does not know what it is? 

 

 

The otherwise very good Manager’s report below gives no clue as to the source of the resolution. 

By law, the Manager, Supervisor or two Board members can place an item on the agenda. I 

suspect it is two Board members. I will not speculate who, but may be fairly obvious from past 

comments. 
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Here’s a link to the entire Board Packet 

https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654854206.pdf 

 

Tree Ordinance – another Volley in “War on Parks 

II” 
 

Of course you may also have an opinion to express on this recent email below 

(FOIA 2235, received by me April 8). Quite a re-interpretation of a 32 years old 

ordinance #60 that was codified. I always thought Section 389-11 B exempted our 

Natural Areas Stewardship work. But I have recommended making it clearer in 

light of “War on Parks II” 

https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654854206.pdf
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“§ 389-11. Exceptions. Notwithstanding the requirement of §§ 389-6 through 389-

10, the following activities are permitted unless otherwise prohibited by statute or 

other Township ordinances. 

 

. B. Conservation of natural resources. Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, 

fish, wildlife, and other natural resources.” 

 

We are not doing “tree management”. We already have a plan approved by 

EGLE and our own Board of Trustees in the grant application. 

 

 

See our entire tree ordinance here: 

https://oaklandsentinel.files.wordpress.com/2022/04/tr

ee-protection-preservation-and-removal-1.pdf 

https://oaklandsentinel.files.wordpress.com/2022/04/tree-protection-preservation-and-removal-1.pdf
https://oaklandsentinel.files.wordpress.com/2022/04/tree-protection-preservation-and-removal-1.pdf
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Rochester School Board Meeting 

 
The April 11 meeting was postponed to April 26 due to lack of quorum. If you 

have a child in Rochester Community Schools, I recommend you attend to develop 

an understanding of what is going on in the aftermath of the federal lawsuit. See 

notice below. 
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