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Good Reasons for Unusual Board Meeting Timing, 10 AM 

Friday 4/22/22 

 
It was explained at the meeting that a quorum would not be at the regularly scheduled 4/26 

meeting as some want to attend an important Michigan Township Association meeting and at 

least one other Board member has a personal scheduling conflict. No new items were added to 

the agenda and the brief meeting moved us forward on a Fox Nature Preserve contract proposed 

by PRC and presented by Director Milos-Dale to deal with environmental issues with buildings 

at 1401 Lake George. Commissioner Brian Blust was also present. I rate it as a productive 

meeting. Watch the video – link on page 23. 
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Laws Governing Township Board and other Public Body Decisions 

 
Residents should understand the potential damage to our Township if OMA is violated on 

important decisions. Not that it’s happening now; but we all should be skilled at detecting it in 

some future public body. 

 

 
Excerpts from page 7 –  

 

 
  

Link to OMA Handbook 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/OMA_handbook_287134_7.pdf
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Sentinel Decision to stop Using the Term “War on Parks” 

 
While this term draws reader attention, I’m not selling newspapers for a profit. It is too 

inflammatory and implies an unknowable motivation on the part of the Board of Trustees to take 

over Parks and destroy the Parks and Recreation Commission. Therefore it could logically be 

considered a personal attack. I believe it ranges from very difficult to impossible to know a 

person’s or groups motivation, unless they tell you.   

 

In any case the important facts are what has been said, what has been done, and what could or will 

be done in the future.  I’m just trying to get reliable facts out in front of people so they might react 

to said facts as they see fit. Using the term “War on Parks” gets in the way of that and starts down 

a slippery slope of  attack “journalism” which we have too much of already in the USA. 
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What were voters told about the Land Preservation 

Fund before voting on 9/11/01?   

 

See this Township (not Parks) Newsletter and other material – Next 

several pages 

 

(That was a Township Newsletter, not a Parks Newsletter. The Township Newsletter 

was discontinued at some point. This invited residents to two open houses 8/25 and 

8/29 to hear “…several well-respected natural resource and management 

speakers…”) 
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Page 2 - The agenda’s for the 8/25 and 8/29 open house sessions follow on the next 

page This helps orient us now to the likely vision put forward back then.  But, what we 

really need are the speakers’ written notes or PowerPoint slides. I will attempt to obtain 

them.  

Note that six different people spoke to explain Land Preservation.  

 

 “Land Preservation Millage:  Purpose, Funding and Goals” 

Mary Ann Whitman 

Alice Tomboulian 

 

There were four outside speakers –  
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Pages 3 and 4 – Questions and Answers 

 

 



Oakland Township Sentinel - Sunday, April 24, 2022                                Page 9 of 28 

 

 



Oakland Township Sentinel - Sunday, April 24, 2022                                Page 10 of 28 

 

Page 5 – Vote tally from 9/11/01 (can’t believe the date) and two renewals. Support 

grows. 

 

 

 

Then there is this (next page) with the 9/11/2001 ballot language 

 

 

YES NO TOTAL % YES %NO

9/11/2001 1202 791 1993 60% 40%

8/8/2006 1815 934 2749 66% 34%

11/6/2018 6521 2994 9515 69% 31%

Oakland Township Land Preservation Levy Votes



Oakland Township Sentinel - Sunday, April 24, 2022                                Page 11 of 28 
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Learn About Natural Area Stewardship Component of Land 

Preservation, 3:30 Wednesday, April 27. Attend Open Meeting of 

Stewardship Committee of Parks and Recreation Commission – 

Walk New Fox Nature Preserve - Agenda Below 

 
It is my opinion that many residents are unfamiliar with Natural Areas Stewardship component of 

Land Preservation. Attending this open meeting; some of which will take place walking through 

Fox Nature Preserve may be a good way to increase your knowledge.  I see no reason that 

Township Board members cannot attend, and perhaps should, if possible. I know there may be a 

Michigan Township Association meeting conflict.  

 

Parks and Recreation Stewardship Committee 4/27/22 Meeting 

 

 

 

 
Lost Lake Nature Park is #12 on the map below. Take Adams or Rochester Road to Predmore. 

Lost Lake Trail is off Predmore, Look for the sign. See whole map at this link:  Parks Map 

 

https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/656710148.pdf
https://cms4files1.revize.com/oakland/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/images/PRCParksOverview_20191022_1200dpi.jpg
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Do Natural Area Stewardship in Your Own Yard 

 
The Michigan Audubon Society in Okemos has a webpage devoted to creating a bird friendly 

yard.  

https://www.michiganaudubon.org/bfc/bird-friendly-plants/ 

 

This pamphlet on that page is sort of a “Natural Area Stewardship 101” mini-course in my view. 

https://www.michiganaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MI-Native-Plants-for-Bird-

Friendly-Landscapes_Website.pdfs  

 

 
 

Thanks to resident and former Parks Commissioner Diane Bennett for showing me this 

pamphlet. 

https://www.michiganaudubon.org/bfc/bird-friendly-plants/
https://www.michiganaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MI-Native-Plants-for-Bird-Friendly-Landscapes_Website.pdfs
https://www.michiganaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MI-Native-Plants-for-Bird-Friendly-Landscapes_Website.pdfs
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Township Manager Report 

Township Manager Report April 8, 2022 – on page 82 

 

 

 

Public Body Meeting Records 

 
Meetings should conform to the Michigan Open Meetings Act 

 

Open Meetings Act Handbook - by Attorney General 

Open Meetings Act - The Law - Act 267 of 1976 

 

 

For the best summary of how these public bodies work and laws governing them 

see “The Red Book”, $76 from Michigan Township Association. Order here. The 

author is a lawyer who has familiarity the many laws and has organized and 

summarized them around each Township Function. 

 

From MTA website: (next page) 

 

https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654854206.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/OMA_handbook_287134_7.pdf
http://www.michigantownships.org/mtabooks.asp
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Authorities and Responsibilities of Michigan Townships 
Revised 2020 

Known as MTA’s “little red book,” this primer for township board members and officials 
includes terms of office, vacancy, recall, meeting notices, minutes, elections, 
ordinance publication, investments and tax collections, in addition to the statutory duties 
of each elected official and township boards and commissions. 
Member: $52.50 
Non-Member: $76 
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Recent Meeting Records 
(Items in blue and underlined are links to meeting documents, videos and public body webpages) 

 

Planning Commission - Tues. 4/5/22 – Regular Meeting - Cancelled  

 

********** 

 

Safety Paths and Trails Committee - Wed. 4/6/22 – Regular Meeting - Agenda - 

Packet-none - Video (1:11) -  Draft Minutes – not yet posted 

 

 
********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/planning_commission/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/township_departments/safety_paths_and_trails.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/653985146.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/712206?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
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Parks and Recreation Commission – Thu. – 4/7/22 – Special Meeting - Agenda -  

 
 

Packet (109) - Video (3:00) – Draft Minutes – not yet posted 

 

********** 

Parks and Recreation Commission – Music in the Meadows Committee – Fri. 

4/8/22 - Agenda (1) – Video-none – Draft Minutes – not posted yet 

 
Single agenda item -”Review and discuss 2022 musical genres for concert performances and  

vendors” 

********** 
 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654150274.pdf
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654336136.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/712522?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654501251.pdf
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Township Board of Trustees – Tues. – 4/12/22 – Special  

 
Agenda –main part below 

 

 
Draft Minutes – Main part next page 

 

Note that a special meeting allows public comment at some point. Had I been there I might have 

commented that I would want to understand how we township residents benefit from a closed 

session on “budget approval process”.

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/board_of_trustees/index.php
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Township Board of Trustees – Tues. – 4/12/22 – Regular - Agenda - Packet 

(84) - Video (3:30) - Minutes 

 

 
Added was grant application opening deadline extension regarding #5. #5 was the most 

controversial as it renamed former Lost Lake Nature Expansion to Fox Nature Preserve and 

requires Board approval of significant Parks plans for this park and asserts that the Board 

ultimately controls the Land Preservation Fund. 

 

#2 was a very pleasant surprise. Due to Township research and action, this development will be 

hooked up to a sewer instead of a private wastewater plant whose effluent was planned to go into 

Stoney Creek, west branch. 

 

If you go to watch the video of this be aware that the agenda order was changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/board_of_trustees/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654711895.pdf
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654711895.pdf
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/654711895.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/713541?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/656380539.pdf
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Parks and Recreation Commission – Wed. 4/13/22 – Regular  

 

Agenda excerpts – note that this agenda was assembled before Lost Lake Expansion was 

renamed by BOT.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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PRC Packet 1 - 4-13-22 (418) 

PRC Packet 2 - 4-13-22 (36) 
 

Video - PRC - 4-13-22 (4:17) 

Draft Minutes – not posted yet 

 

********** 

 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals – Tues. 4/19/22 – Regular – Cancelled 

 

 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/655334779.pdf
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/655366874.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/713805?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/zoning_board_of_appeals/index.php


Oakland Township Sentinel - Sunday, April 24, 2022                                Page 22 of 28 

 

 

Historic District Commission – Wed. 4/20/22 – Regular 

 

Agenda excerpts 

 
HDC Packet 4-20-22 (70 pages) 

HDC Video 4-20-22 (1:47) 

Draft Minutes – not yet posted 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/historic_district_commission/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/655733704.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/715250?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
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********** 

 

 

Township Board of Trustees – Tues. – 4/22/22 – Special  

 

Agenda excerpt 

 

 
 

BOT Packet 4-22-22 (93) 

BOT Video 4-22-22 - Special (0:31) 

Draft Minutes – not yet posted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/board_of_trustees/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/OA3183/public/656719624.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/715602?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
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Meetings Next Week 4/25-4/29 

 
Rochester Community Schools Board of Education – Tues. 4-26-22 – Special – 6 

PM – Rochester High School auditorium, corner of University and Livernois 

(across from Kroger) 

 

RCS - BOE Agenda and Packet 4-26-22 - 6 PM 

 

I think this meeting will have a huge attendance and much public comment. I 

looked through the citizens asking to be put on the agenda and I see these most 

popular comment topics that I have paraphrased: 

 

 Fire some top Administration and /or BOE resignations – 10 comments 

 Book policy – 6 comments 

 Save historic administration building – 3 comments 

 Better listening to parents needed and / or better two-way communication – 

6 comments 

 Question if complaining parents represent majority view – 2 

 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/about-us/board-of-education
https://rochesterk12.communitybydiligent.com/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=643
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Parks and Recreation Commission – Stewardship Committee – Wed. - 4-27-22 – 

3:30 PM – Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail 

 

 

 
 

 

How to find other meeting records on Oakland 

Township Website 

 
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/reference-material-t-z/township-website-

help/ 

 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/reference-material-t-z/township-website-help/
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/reference-material-t-z/township-website-help/
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Letters to the Editor & Policy 

 
We accept letters to the editor. Requirements are: 

 

 No restriction preventing appointed or elected official from sending letters 

 Provide your name, no anonymous letters 

 If you welcome direct contact from other readers, say so and include contact 

info. Otherwise I will leave out any contact information like phone, address, 

email. 

 If you want to describe who you are,  that can be helpful – “38 year resident, 

former Township Supervisor” for example 

 No personal attacks. We define personal attacks as making statements of 

opinion about the character, intelligence, diligence, motivation, values or 

other largely unknowable attributes of a person or group. Examples: 

 

Personal attack – “Trustee X cannot be trusted.” 

Not a personal attack – “Trustee X has voted differently on the same issue as seen 

in these records……..” 

 

Personal attack – “Trustee X does not care about issue L. 

Not a personal attack – “Trustee M voted against putting issue L on the ballot.” 

 

Personal attack – “Trustee X is trying to undermine Group B with their statements” 

Not a personal attack “Trustee X has made these statements which we find 

potentially damaging to Group B for these reasons……” 

 

Personal attack – “Trustee X never knows what is going on.” 

Not a personal attack – “Trustee X never commented on important “motion X” 

before the vote and had no questions. It is difficult to determine Trustee X’s level 

of understanding of or position on this issue. 

 

Personal attack – “Group P is out of control” 

Not a personal attack – “There does not seem to be an effective employee 

managing system within Group P as evidenced by the following facts …….” 
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By this standard I declare that my usage of the term “War on Parks” is a personal 

attack on our Board of Trustees and will stop using it. It implies a vaguely defined 

motivation that I cannot possibly know. 

 

As I see it, avoiding personal attacks forces us (that includes me) to focus on facts 

and our own opinions about what these facts mean for issues. What happened? Do 

we approve of what happened? Why or why not? What did we wish had happened? 

Why? What would we like to have happen? Why? 

 

If we attack people we allow the conversation to be diverted from the important 

issue at hand to a pointless discussion of their intelligence, motivation, diligence, 

etc. That is not an argument of importance. 

 

As there are few letters, I plan to keep them in a numbered list until the list gets too 

long. 

 

1. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/resident-suggest-mediation-

in-board-of-trustees-parks-commission-dispute/ 

 
2. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/another-resident-weighs-in-

on-last-lake-nature-park-expansion-issue/ 

 

3. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/dr-moore-letter-about-april-

7-prc-meeting/ 

 

4. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/view-of-former-trustee-

frank-ferriolo-on-lost-lake-nature-park/ 

 

5. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/another-resident-weighs-in-

on-lost-lake-nature-park-expansion/ 

 

6. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/14/dr-drew-moore-email-to-

parks-recommentations-for-moving-forward/ 

 

7. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/14/reg-brown-and-cam-

mannino-individual-responses-to-dr-moores-email-to-prc/ 

http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/resident-suggest-mediation-in-board-of-trustees-parks-commission-dispute/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/resident-suggest-mediation-in-board-of-trustees-parks-commission-dispute/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/another-resident-weighs-in-on-last-lake-nature-park-expansion-issue/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/11/another-resident-weighs-in-on-last-lake-nature-park-expansion-issue/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/dr-moore-letter-about-april-7-prc-meeting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/dr-moore-letter-about-april-7-prc-meeting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/view-of-former-trustee-frank-ferriolo-on-lost-lake-nature-park/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/view-of-former-trustee-frank-ferriolo-on-lost-lake-nature-park/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/another-resident-weighs-in-on-lost-lake-nature-park-expansion/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/12/another-resident-weighs-in-on-lost-lake-nature-park-expansion/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/14/reg-brown-and-cam-mannino-individual-responses-to-dr-moores-email-to-prc/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/14/reg-brown-and-cam-mannino-individual-responses-to-dr-moores-email-to-prc/
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8. http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/16/letter-to-editor-from-frank-

ferriolo-regarding-4-12-bot-meeting-and-4-13-parks-meeting/   

 

(Mr. Ferriolo’s letter #8 referred to Dr. Moore’s 4/14 letter which can be seen 

as #6 above) 

 

 

Schools 

 
As no parent seems concerned about the issue of our (Barbara and I) perceived 

non-compliance to the RCS School-Police Liaison Officer agreement annual goal-

setting and reporting requirements, I am dropping pursuit of that issue. Schools are, 

by state law, asked to pay attention to parents’ wants. I am not a parent or 

grandparent of RCS school children. If you want a reminder  about the issue I 

reported it here on February 13, 2022. 

http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/02/13/rochester-community-schools-

police-school-liaison-program-does-not-appear-to-have-the-required-annual-goal-

setting-and-reporting/ 

 

See the meeting section, page 25 for RCS BOE 4-26-22, 6 PM meeting 

information. 

 

 

 

 

The End 

 

 

http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/16/letter-to-editor-from-frank-ferriolo-regarding-4-12-bot-meeting-and-4-13-parks-meeting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/04/16/letter-to-editor-from-frank-ferriolo-regarding-4-12-bot-meeting-and-4-13-parks-meeting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/02/13/rochester-community-schools-police-school-liaison-program-does-not-appear-to-have-the-required-annual-goal-setting-and-reporting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/02/13/rochester-community-schools-police-school-liaison-program-does-not-appear-to-have-the-required-annual-goal-setting-and-reporting/
http://oaklandtownshipsentinel.org/2022/02/13/rochester-community-schools-police-school-liaison-program-does-not-appear-to-have-the-required-annual-goal-setting-and-reporting/

