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Oakland Township Sentinel 
Weekly Report – March 22, 2026  

News and Information about  

Charter Township of Oakland Township Michigan 
Government 

Always free,  on-line at 
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.com 

 

Contact Information 

Contact editor Bob Yager at yagerra@comcast.net, 248-495-8563 or at 1146 
Bear Creek Ct., Oakland Township, Michigan 48306 with any editorials 
suggestions, criticisms or information the public or officials should know. 

About Us 

Oakland Township Sentinel is a DBA of Robert A. Yager and Associates L.L.C.,  
Michigan Domestic Limited Liability Company #802404351. (Our plan is to 
make it a 501C3 non-profit this year.) 

 

https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.com/
mailto:yagerra@comcast.net
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Recent Meetings – Listed Chronologically 
 

Board of Review, 12/09/25, 12:00 PM 

Minutes - BOR Meeting Minutes December 9, 2026 
There were six petitions at this half-hour meeting. See the table summarizing 
the results for 2022-2025, where a few property owners prevailed in getting 
their taxable value decreased. Thanks to Manager Joseph Merucci for making 
these minutes available.  

 

Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, Wednesday, 
3/11/26, 7PM 

Agenda summary – Many Topics copied from agenda, see below.  
Item #10 is probably of most interest. 
 
8. Public Hearing: Marsh View Park MNRTF Development Project  
9. For Approval: Resolution 26-01 Recommend Support for Submission 
of MNRTF Grant Application TF26-0004  
10. For Review & Recommended Approval: 2026 Parks & Recreation 
Millage Ballot Language (Editor’s note – The discussion of this item 
can be seen at the video link below in section 10) . 
11. For Review & Approval: Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park 
Development Project Bid Award  
12. For Review & Approval: 2026 Prescribed Burn Contract  
13. For Review & Approval: PEA Proposal for Marsh View Park Boundary 
Staking  
14. For Review & Approval: Peklo Portables LLC Contract Amendment 
15. For Review & Approval: Fougnie Mowing Contract Amendment  
16. For Review & Approval: Hiring of Seasonal Stewardship & Seasonal 
Maintenance Technicians  

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753234130.pdf
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17. For Review & Approval: Hiring of Maintenance Technician & 
Maintenance Foreman  
18. For Review & Approval: 2026 Employee Wages & Pay Ranges  
19. Park Director’s Report  
20. Commissioners’ Reports 
Agenda - Microsoft Word - 3.11.26 PRC 7pm Regular Meeting Notice & 
Agenda 
Packet - 753236050.pdf 
Video - Parks & Rec - March 11, 2026 (1:38) 
Draft minutes – not yet available 
 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting, Tuesday,  3/17/2026, 7 PM 
No minutes yet. Only agenda items were to approve last 
meeting minutes and election of officers. 

 
Historic District Commission, Meeting, Wed., 3/18/26, 7 PM 

Agenda: HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Packet: 753236925.pdf 
Video: Historic District Commission - March 18, 2026 (1:10) 
Minutes: Not available yet 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission  Personnel Committee, Wed. 
3/18/26, 6 PM 
 Agenda summary  

For Review: Parks & Land Preservation Staffing Updates 
 Agenda - 753237340.pdf 
 Minutes – none available yet on line 
 Video – none made 
 Packet – none 
 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753235202.pdf
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753235202.pdf
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753236050.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/1009752
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753236922.pdf
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753236925.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/1011150
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753237340.pdf
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Meetings Next Week 
 

PARKS & RECREATION MILLAGE RENEWAL COMMITTEE Monday, 
3/23/26, 6 PM 
 
Agenda - 753237702.pdf 
Agenda summary 
For Review & Discussion: Proposed Parks & Recreation Millage Renewal Ballot
For Review & Discussion: Public Materials & Engagement Initiatives 

 
Board of Trustees, Two Meetings on Tuesday, March 25,2026 
 

  
Statements in State Law Act 267 of 1976 MCL - Act 267 of 1976 - Michigan 
Legislature cited above that permit closed sessions -  

 “15.268(e) To consult with its attorney regarding trial or settlement 
strategy in connection with specific pending litigation, but only if an open 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753237702.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
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meeting would have a detrimental financial effect on the litigating or 
settlement position of the public body. 
 
15.268 (h) To consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by 
state or federal statute. “(Editor’s note: Apparently discussing an Attorney’s 
written, not oral, legal opinion is OK. See Open Meetings Handbook, page 12. 

Open Meetings Act Handbook March 2026. Thanks for Trustee Jeanne Langlois for 

this information.) 
(Note, the agenda incorrectly cites these as sections of 15.267.) 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/-/media/Project/Websites/AG/open-meetings/OMA-Handbook-March-2026.pdf?rev=92f3f6c5bee840dd8ed8ebaaf5a0657a&hash=A3A856582908FADA0A3EF93C364FDE84
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Other Future Meetings of Likely High 
Interest 

Link: Gallagher / Silverbell Possible Paving – Public Open House 
Meeting with Road Commission, April 2nd, 5-8 PM, Township 
Hall | Oakland Township Sentinel 

https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.com/2026/03/17/gallagher-silverbell-possible-paving-public-open-house-meeting-with-road-commission-april-2nd-5-8-pm-township-hall/
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.com/2026/03/17/gallagher-silverbell-possible-paving-public-open-house-meeting-with-road-commission-april-2nd-5-8-pm-township-hall/
https://oaklandtownshipsentinel.com/2026/03/17/gallagher-silverbell-possible-paving-public-open-house-meeting-with-road-commission-april-2nd-5-8-pm-township-hall/
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See also recent email to Township email subscribers on page 8. 

 

Other Information 

New Newsletter from Township Hall – 3/19/26. 
The exact newsletter follows: 

“You are invited to stay informed and get involved. Join in on the 
discussion with the Road Commission for Oakland County, in partnership 
with Oakland Township, on the proposed paving project at Gallagher and 
Silverbell Roads. We’re also sharing important updates on the upcoming 
water system flushing schedule, dog license renewals, and No Hazardous 
Waste (NoHaz) collection dates—everything you need to keep your 
household and community running smoothly.” 
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The residents of Oakland Township are invited to join the Road Commission 
for Oakland County, in partnership with Oakland Township, to discuss the 
paving project currently being considered at Gallagher and Silverbell Roads.  

When: Thursday, April 2, 2026 

Where: Township Hall (4393 Collins Road) 

Time: 5:00pm - 8:00pm 

Meeting info 

Project scope synopsis 

Watch: March 10th Special Meeting concerning the project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foaklandtwpmi.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F03%2F2026-info-meeting-flyer.pdf/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/kiJPd-CfbVxEHxssbVRMnFQKeMfbLf9b3cFBVmon1Vw=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foaklandtwpmi.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F03%2F2026-03-9-Oakland-Twp-Board-Packet-1.pdf/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/24EXUdLfEi1t4vI-evK_WwOlkX3eFGhUAbu13hEXsJs=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fvideoplayer.telvue.com%2Fplayer%2FKGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr%2Fmedia%2F1009456%3Ffbclid=IwY2xjawQpBx5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFaRU5zdDh4YUhyQ1pGWEdKc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHg937BMgvTF_6EGF_8Xb6VG5NgfyVMuYSPb-nY2MV6CyCCZ3KqQrvh_Ki8-o_aem_4TX6oX-ptDOrzCU9fiNXqA/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/M1UYeUlQBxU8BVI5YXs3UPPgiBLwAhDrat06sbG0JYc=449
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It is recommended that you store water ahead of time for use while your 
subdivision/street is being flushed and avoid using the water during the 
flushing period. 

April 13: Oakland Farms, Oakland Knolls, Oakland Hills, Knorrwood Pines, 
Knorrwood Ridge, Oak Arbor, Deer Point, Park Hill, St. Johns Church, Oakland 
Crest, Guardian Angel Cemetery 

April 14: Oakland Farms, Oakland Knolls, Oakland Hills, Knorrwood Pines, 
Knorrwood Ridge, Oak Arbor, Deer Point, Park Hill, St. Johns Church, Oakland 
Crest, Guardian Angel Cemetery, Oakland Valley, Coachlamp 

  

April 20: Country Creek, Woods of Country Creek, Country Creek Commons, 
Village of Country Creek, The Crossings, Century Woods, Plum Creek, 
Knorrwood Knolls, Twin Lakes 
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April 21: Country Creek, Woods of Country Creek, Country Creek Commons, 
Village of Country Creek, The Crossings, Century Woods, The Heights, 
Wyngate Club House, Pinnacle 

April 22: Kirklands, Cloisters, Claremont, Kingsridge, Silvercreek, Carrolton, 
Century Oaks, Silverbell Road, Trout Creek, Belmonte, Blossom Creek, 
Blossom Springs 

April 23: Goodison Place, Orchard Ridge, Wynridge, Wellington, Collins Road, 
Oakland Hunt, Wynstone 

Flushing Information: After flushing in your neighborhood is complete, flush 
your home plumbing to get rid of rust and sediment.  If you’re not sure 
how, here’s what you need to do. For more information, visit the Water 
Resource Commission's webpage for FAQs and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FJmzo-tGbmaQ/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/77iQe_ZA6BzPiwbeZ1_knDfI6ByfWCIQeIe7e_EtnSE=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fgovernment%2Fwater-resources-commissioner%2Fdrinking-water%2Fwater-system-flushing/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/bULwiduBZClY2xggTVx0p5Q_56TDraYcL_M8feAPWEs=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fgovernment%2Fwater-resources-commissioner%2Fdrinking-water%2Fwater-system-flushing/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/bULwiduBZClY2xggTVx0p5Q_56TDraYcL_M8feAPWEs=449
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Important Update: Dog License Process Change 

 

Oakland County Animal Shelter now offers a new, streamlined way to 
purchase and renew dog licenses through its website. This update makes the 
process more convenient while keeping costs the same. Residents may still 
renew dog licenses in person at Township Hall; however, license tags will no 
longer be distributed there and will instead be mailed directly to your 
home. 

Key highlights include: 

• No increase in license fees 

• Simple and secure online registration 

• HomeSafe® 24/7 lost pet recovery service included with each license 

• Optional designer tags available 

• License tags mailed directly to residents by DocuPet 

For additional details, visit Dog License | Oakland County, MI. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fpet-adoption%2Fdog-license/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/YgOu_lGc3anbmWQzMpCFVtsERX_P1UGS71CpgTrOMKs=449
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The NoHaz Consortium is a group of Oakland County communities that have 
come together to provide residents with a safe, reliable and environmentally-
responsible way to dispose of household hazardous waste (HHW). These 
wastes are the substances in your home that can be harmful to humans and 
the environment if not disposed of properly. Each year, NoHaz schedules 
collection events to provide disposal opportunities for residents of the 
member communities. 

Registration will open approximately three weeks prior to each collection 
event. If you are unable to register online, forms will be available at the 
collection events.  Visit NoHaz for more information.  Oakland Township 
resident fee per vehicle: $15. 

2026 Schedule Collection Events 

Saturday, April 18, 8 am – 1 pm - Registration Opens March 28th - Pine Knob 
Music Theatre 33 Bob Seger Drive, Clarkston 

Saturday, June 13, 8 am – 1 pm Oxford Middle School 1420 Lakeville Road, 
Oxford From M24/Lapeer Road, travel east on Burdick Street 

Saturday, August 1, 8 am – 1 pm     Kensington Church 4640 S. Lapeer Road, 
Orion Township       

Saturday, September 12, 8 am – 1 pm Oakland County Service Center 
Campus 1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac 

  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-development%2Fwaste-recycling%2Fnohaz/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/MDh7Hbi7F5ahyiEKrauGQpm4ia5d2ayUwVcCTNu3dUY=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-development%2Fwaste-recycling%2Fnohaz/2/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/xjEtsQaxoP__c4rpfB4xLe00ZMAKFDWEqfZwbOvqiPE=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fnohaz-april-2026-collection-event-tickets-1983559327344%3Faff=oddtdtcreator/1/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/WEDpZRaPTPteweBmx25Pv4cTqnkKBKy1WCRvH8Ml3xo=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-development%2Fwaste-recycling%2Fnohaz/3/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/pHdHYbi0uRk1Z71zgt8avl071WJ-0iItvyyccRo3Hmg=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-development%2Fwaste-recycling%2Fnohaz/4/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/b8nZXpRF8WokYPf6yhSBz49nHghyARhmZkOyEppu0w8=449
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.oakgov.com%2Fcommunity%2Fcommunity-development%2Fwaste-recycling%2Fnohaz/5/0101019d08553955-9dd02864-161c-4d46-b73e-89b1e9824604-000000/dns2gSmvDtp4GCCjsCZiGYWWqfLloY2U08mZb5BAB7k=449
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Letters to the Editor / 
Editorials 

Oakland Township Sentinel accepts letters to the Editor / Editorials with 
factual statements and / or opinions as long as personal attacks are avoided 
and anything presented as fact cites specific reports from sources that we 
consider credible. 

 

Governments and our elected officials should not be in the 
business of sneaking tax increases past their citizens. 

However, that is what's been happening in Michigan for decades. It has 
become the norm for schools, libraries, municipal departments and public 
works commissions to employ this tactic to secure more cash out of taxpayer 
pockets. 

They do it by election shopping and looking for the most favorable possible 
ballot dates to present millage and bonding proposals to voters like this 
August. Generally, they shoot for the elections with the lowest anticipated 
turnouts. 

Rarely are taxpayers asked to decide a local funding question in November, 
when half-to three-quarters of the electorate typically participate. 

Let’s expect more from our elected officials and Boards and promote 
transparency and data availability through FOIA process as well. 

The tactic allows local governments to rally to the polls proponents of the 
millage increases, while those who might oppose them aren't paying 
attention. Some residents won't know the higher tax was under consideration 
until it shows up on their next tax bill and then it’s too late. 
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This is how nearly all local tax increases end up being decided by less than 
25% of taxpayers 

In August, Oakland County Schools may be the latest to turn to this strategy 
as they plan passage of a 1.5 mill "enhancement millage" that would raise 
$125 million a year for six years. 

We should all remain extra vigilant on how our taxes are spent and how they 
are approved! 

Steven DeRaedt  

 

 

Township Website “How-To” 
Per the request of a local long-time resident to do some training on finding 
things on the website, I offer this weekly section. 

How to look up your neighbor’s taxable value. 

Example – look up my taxable value. 

1 – Go to Township Website a scroll down slightly. Click on the “Property 
Information” box that the red arrow points to: 
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2-Screen below comes up. Make sure it is set to “Address.” “Name” and 
“Parcel Number” are other ways to search. Enter “Bear Creek ct”. Then click 
on “Search” at right. 
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3-Up comes 2 pages. Click on 1146 to see my data. 

 

4-Up comes this. See taxable value at end of red arrow. $180,540. Click away 
for other information of interest. 
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How to subscribe to Township Information Emails 

The Township information email sent out 3/19/26 is a first of its kind 
in my 13 years of following the township.  I suggest that you 
subscribe. 

1 – Go to township website Oakland, Charter Township (Oakland, MI) 

2 – Click on in “Newsletter and Updates” in the “Community” pull down menu. 
See red arrow below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://oaklandtwpmi.gov/
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3 – This page comes up.  

 

4. Scroll down a little to see below. Click on “Sign up for Text and Email 
Updates”. See red arrow below. (As an aside; Note that Parks and Recreation 
has maintained quarterly newsletters for about 40+ years and are available 
on-line at this webpage.  The Township discontinued newsletters some time 
ago, more than 13 years ago, I think. Note the page below says Township 
Newsletters are “Coming Soon”.) 
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5. Fill out the form as seen on the screen below. It looks like only email, not 
text is an option. 

 

 

Please help increase our 
number of readers  

If you think the Sentinel is worth reading; please set a goal to tell at least one 
neighbor during this next week. The 3/8/26 weekly report has had only 138 
readers so far. We have  about 15,000 registered voters. (I cannot tell who 
reads what; only how many click on a post.) If appropriate, consider 
contacting an HOA official for your neighborhood as your “one neighbor”  and 
ask them to spread the word.  

 


