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HDC Fundraising Prohibited  

(Sentinel Issue #102) 

 

Goals: 

HDC and BOT develop -  

1-A legal understanding of why “fundraising” is prohibited in Oakland 
Township revised Code 228-39 – G. What is the legal risk or liability?  

2- Clarity of what constitutes “fundraising” vs. the code-allowed 
“offsetting the costs of holding such activities”. 

Opinion: To me, a layperson, not an attorney, the phrase “costs of 

holding such events and activities” only includes costs that would not be 
incurred if the event did not take place. Mowing the lawn would not be such 
a cost, unless it was only mowed for the event and at no other time. Nor would 
generally up-grading the facility. Clean-up, supervision and any damage 

reimbursement would be legitimate costs. But we need a legal opinion. 

 

Current Situation - There are 9 relevant points in the 
following pages, supported by documentation. 

1 -Oakland Township Code 228-39 G prohibits “fundraising” by HDC. (page 3) 

2 – The reason Code Section 229-29 G was added in 2012 – Our Township 
Attorney’s concern over a July 2012 proposed square dance / BBQ (pages 4-7) 

3 -HDC Interpretation of Effect of Ordinance Revision in 2012 (page 7) 

4 -Township Attorney Joppich defined “fundraising”, by saying what it is not in 
this sentence in September 19, 2012 letter below (9/26/2012 BOT packet, p. 
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18 ff) that also gave BOT his proposed ordinance changes. 566536390.pdf 
(pages 8-14) 

5 – Current HDC members seem to favor “fundraising” (page 14) 

6-City of Rochester Historical Commission is not a Historic District 
Commission under state law (page 14) 

7- Rochester Hills has a Historic District Commission conforming to state law. 
(page 15) 

a. It does not run Van Hoosen Farm 
b. Seemingly, per their code 118-66  it has no power to host events, 

only to advise the city. 

8 – Rochester Hills Code Section 118-66 - Powers (Of Rochester Hills HDC) 
(page 16-17) 

9-Rochester Hills Parks and Natural Resources Department, not the Historic 
District Commission runs Van Hoosen Farm (pages 18-21) 

10- How I came to be writing this letter. Chronological 

 

Suggested Steps Forward Towards Goals  

1-Board of Trustees get a legal opinion and use that to guide their further 
action, if any. 

 

What is needed to take these steps? 

1-Someone to place on a Board agenda Our  Supervisor, Manager, or any two 
trustees can  do that. 

 

 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/566536390.pdf
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1 -Oakland Township Code 228-39 – G  prohibits 
“fundraising” by HDC.  

Chapter 228: Historic Districts and Preservation - Charter 
Township of Oakland, MI 

§ 228-39Powers. 

An Excerpt from Chapter 228 -39  

[Amended 10-9-2012 by Ord. No. 37-A(2)-2012] 

“G. The Commission may, within the limits of its budget, organize, 
manage, advertise, and hold events and activities in the Township for the 
purpose of promoting and educating the public regarding the existence 
and preservation of historic resources located in the Township, provided 
that the Commission obtains advance permission from the person or 
entity having jurisdiction over or ownership of the property at which the 
event or activity is to take place and complies with all applicable laws, 
regulations, and Township ordinances, policies and cash handling and 
audit requirements in connection with such events and activities. Such 
events and activities shall not involve fund-raising. For purposes of this 
subsection, the term "fund-raising" does not mean, include, or preclude 
charges or fees to participants that are assessed and applied for purposes 
of offsetting the costs of holding such events and activities.” 

 

 

 

 

https://ecode360.com/29621692#29621692
https://ecode360.com/29621692#29621692
https://ecode360.com/29621831#29621831
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2 – The reason Code Section 229-29G was added in 
2012 – Our Township Attorney’s concerns over a July 
2012 proposed square dance / BBQ 

-This section was added t to give HDC the ability to host events, which they did 
not have per Attorney Joppich. A single event, brought this to Board’s attention 
– a proposed Square Dance and BBQ at Cranberry Lake Farm planned for July, 
2012 
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BOT 11/13/2012 PACKET SHOWS MINUTES OF 10/9/2012 

320142061.pdf 

 

 

 

The section added: 

Chapter 228: Historic Districts and Preservation - Charter 
Township of Oakland, MI 

§ 228-39Powers. 

An Excerpt from Chapter 228 -39  

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/320142061.pdf
https://ecode360.com/29621692#29621692
https://ecode360.com/29621692#29621692
https://ecode360.com/29621831#29621831
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[Amended 10-9-2012 by Ord. No. 37-A(2)-2012] 

“G. The Commission may, within the limits of its budget, organize, 
manage, advertise, and hold events and activities in the Township for the 
purpose of promoting and educating the public regarding the existence 
and preservation of historic resources located in the Township, provided 
that the Commission obtains advance permission from the person or 
entity having jurisdiction over or ownership of the property at which the 
event or activity is to take place and complies with all applicable laws, 
regulations, and Township ordinances, policies and cash handling and 
audit requirements in connection with such events and activities. Such 
events and activities shall not involve fund-raising. For purposes of this 
subsection, the term "fund-raising" does not mean, include, or preclude 
charges or fees to participants that are assessed and applied for purposes 
of offsetting the costs of holding such events and activities.” 

 

3 -HDC Interpretation of Effect of Ordinance 
Revision on 2012 
HDC 10/17/12 page 2 Minutes 

ORDINANCE 37-A UPDATE Chairperson Whitson shared the updated amendment to 
Ordinance 37-A, sent by Steve Joppich, Oakland Township Attorney, which allows the HDC 
to have programs in the Township, legally and officially. Chairperson Whitson thanked the 
Commissioners for their support, 

HDC 11/14/12 page 4 Minutes 

ORDINANCE 37-A UPDATE Chairperson Whitson informed the HDC that the OTBT approved 
the Ordinance 37-A changes for HDC to have programs. Barb Barber stated the amended 
Ordinance has been uploaded to the Oakland Township website HDC page. 

 

 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/53056777.pdf
https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/53056634.pdf
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4 -Township Attorney Joppich defines “fundraising”, 
by saying what it is not in this sentence in 
September 19, 2012 letter below (9/26/2012 BOT 
packet, p. 18 ff) that also gave BOT his proposed 
ordinance changes. 566536390.pdf 

 

 
 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/566536390.pdf
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5 – Current HDC members seem to favor 
“fundraising” 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
*DRAFT Minutes March 18, 2026 Regular Meeting 
Draft Minutes 

9. LOCAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

“Barber explained how CLF is within CLP on three sides and Ordinance 38-A has no alcohol  
allowed which CLF follows for any private rentals. Commissioner Buxar said that it may 
limit use for weddings that wish to serve champagne toast, or options to have certified 
bartender servers. She suggested this restriction hurts rental revenue and prefers the 
Garling site to allow alcohol for occasional rentals. Buxar would like to see options, if even 
only beer and wine, as  this would increase rental usage. Commissioner Bargy stated the 
insurance liability costs would  increase with more rental revenue for the site. The HDC 
would like to research options as its worth investigating. Buxar said the additional revenue 
could help offset expenses like the mowing costs.” 

The video of this section is from minute 39:40 to 45:52. It seems to me that the comments 
clearly are supporting “fundraising”, fees beyond cost of the event.  Video Historic District 
Commission - March 18, 2026 

 

6-City of Rochester Historical Commission is not a 
Historic District Commission under state law 
Historical Commission | City of Rochester, MI - Official Website 

Frequently Asked Questions - CivicPlus.CMS.FAQ 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://ecode360.com/OA3183/document/753243553.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/1011150
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/KGL-y_dHhCluQTy7c6YoVBzzQ5eHj7Lr/media/1011150
https://ci.rochester.mi.us/93/Historical-Commission
https://ci.rochester.mi.us/m/faq?cat=25#question-93
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7 - Rochester Hills has a Historic District 
Commission conforming to state law. 

8 It does not run Van Hoosen Farm, per the Chat Bot on their 
website 

9 Seemingly it has no power to host events, only to advise the 
city. 

10 Historic Districts Commission 

 

Chapter 118. - HISTORICAL PRESERVATION | Code of Ordinances | Rochester Hills, MI | 
Municode Library 

Established by Chapter 118, Historic Preservation, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Rochester Hills pursuant to State of Michigan Public Act 169 of 1970, the Historic Districts 
Commission (HDC) investigates requests for establishing or changing Historic Districts, 
approves or disapproves plans for work on resources within Historic Districts and 
maintains a list of potential districts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rochesterhills.org/government/committees,_boards___commissions/historicdistrictscommission.php
https://library.municode.com/mi/rochester_hills/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLADERE_CH118HIPR
https://library.municode.com/mi/rochester_hills/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLADERE_CH118HIPR
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8 - Rochester Hills Code Section 118-66 Powers (Of 
Rochester Hills HDC) 
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9-Rochester Hills Parks and Natural Resources 
Department, not the Historic District Commission 
runs Van Hoosen Farm 
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10- How I came to be writing this letter. 
Chronological 

1 The mention of Ordinance 37A by Barbara Barber at Board of Trustees 
on March 24. 2026 made me want to understand that ordinance and 
why the HDC was proposing control of Garling Barn site. 

2 That led to watching the HDC 3/18/26 meeting video. 
3 The video seemed to show that HDC commissioners favor “fundraising” 

as I thought it was defined.  
4 The reason for wanting total control of Garling Barn site seemed to be to 

be able to attract more events and more $$$ by being allowed to serve 
alcohol, which would be prohibited by R-C zoning, which PRC had 
proposed. 

5 If our previous Township Attorney thought it important to “ban” 
fundraising by HDC he must have perceived a risk to the Township from 
fundraising . 

6 As a resident and taxpayer, I don’t want unwise risks to be taken. We 
may end up paying dearly ($$). 

7 It seemed logical for our current attorney to give an opinion. 
8 To make that happen likely would require the long letter and supporting  

information above, 

 


